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METHODS			 Through	my	conversations	with	Trump	supporters	at	Boston	College,	interviewees	varied	in	the	kinds	of	issues	they	talked	about	and	the	degree	to	which	they	were	passionate	or	knowledgeable	about	their	own	positions.	Despite	these	variations,	the	interviewees	were	united	in	the	fact	that	they	all	self-identified	as	Trump	supporters	and	none	self-identified	as	working-class.	My	goal	with	the	interviews	was	to	delve	deep	into	the	various	individual	perspectives	of	my	interviewees,	and	to	emerge	from	that	deep	dive	with	certain	narrative	frames	and	discourses	that	were	common	amongst	the	interviewees.		 Organizing	such	a	large	amount	of	data—I	conducted	over	sixteen	and	a	half	hours	of	interviews,	in	total—into	a	finite	amount	of	narrative	frames	is	a	challenging	task,	but	necessary	towards	understanding	if	there	is	any	larger	story	that	can	be	told	from	the	data.	Arlie	Hochschild’s	2016	book,	“Strangers	in	Their	Own	Land,”	serves	as	a	methodological	guide	on	how	to	compare	and	synthesize	these	kinds	of	interviews.		 Hochschild	(2016)	immersed	herself	in	communities	of	Tea	Party	supporters	and	activists	in	Louisiana,	looking	for	what	she	calls	the	“deep	story”	of	what	is	happening	on	the	right.	She	wanted	to	go	deeper	than	surface	level	analyses	of	Tea	Partiers	as	low-tax,	anti-government	libertarians.	In	doing	so,	she	argues	that	she	uncovered	a	“deep	story”	of	a	group	of	people	that	feels	“left	behind.”	This	“deep	story”	can	be	explained	by	the	common	narratives	that	Hochschild	gathered	from	her	interviews:	the	idea	that	people—largely	people	of	color—are	“Line	Cutters,”	circumventing	the	white	working-class	that	has	been	“Waiting	in	Line”	for	
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	 Race	 Gender	 Sex.	Orient.	 BC	Class	 Major	 Social	Class	 Hometown	
Int.	1	 White	 Man	 Hetero.	 Freshman	 PoliSci	 Upper-Middle	 South	Boston	(urban)	
Int.	2	 White	 Man	 Hetero.	 Sophomore	 Finance	&	Physics	 Upper	 Grafton,	MA	(suburb)	
Int.	3	 White	&	Asian	 Man	 Hetero.	 Sophomore	 Econ	 Middle	 New	Jersey	(urban)	
Int.	4	 White	 Man	 Hetero.	 Freshman	 Econ	 Upper	 Atlanta	(suburb)	
Int.	5	 White	 Man	 Hetero.	 Sophomore	 PoliSci	 Lower-Middle	 Mendon,	MA	(suburb)	
Int.	6	
White	Hispanic	(Spanish)	 Woman	 Hetero.	 Sophomore	 CompSci	 Upper	 Switzerland	
Int.	7	 White	 Man	 Hetero.	 Freshman	 Finance	 Upper-Middle	 Atlanta	(suburb)	
Int.	8	 White	 Woman	 Hetero.	 Freshman	 Nursing	 Upper	 MA	suburb	(unspecified)	
Int.	9	 Asian	(Chinese)	 Man	 Hetero.	 Freshman	 Econ	&	Math	 Middle	 MA	suburb	(unspecified)	
Int.	10	
White	Hispanic	(Cuban)	 Man	 Hetero.	 Sophomore	 PoliSci	 Middle	
Hialeah,	FL	(suburb)			
Int.	11	 Hispanic	(Cuban)	 Woman	 Hetero.	 Sophomore	 English	 Middle	 Rockland	County,	NY	(suburb)	
Int.	12	 White	 Woman	 Hetero.	 Freshman	 Neuroscience	&	Linguistics	 Upper-Middle	 Research	Triangle	Park,	NC	(suburb)	
Int.	13	 White	 Woman	 Hetero.	 Freshman	 Psychology	 Upper	 East	Bay,	CA	(suburb)	
Int.	14	
Asian-American	(Filipino)	 Man	 Hetero.	 Sophomore	 History	+	PoliSci	 Upper-Middle	 Northern	New	Jersey	(suburb)	
Int.	15	 White	 Woman	 Hetero.	 Sophomore	 History	+	PoliSci	 Upper-Middle	 Southwest	Florida	(suburb)	




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































CONCLUSION		 A	comprehensive	understanding	of	the	rise	of	President	Trump	requires	an	analysis	of	Trump	supporters	that	goes	beyond	tropes	of	the	white	working-class.	As	has	been	established,	there	has	been	undue	focus	on	the	working-class	identity	of	President	Trump’s	supporters	given	that	Trump’s	supporters	are,	by	many	measures,	a	relatively	privileged	group	of	people	(Walley,	2017;	Manza	&	Crowley,	2017;	Bhambra,	2017).	My	project	addresses	this	issue	by	focusing	on	Trump	supporters	at	Boston	College,	and	my	findings	indicate	that	President	Trump	appeals	to	non-working	class	individuals	in	a	variety	of	ways.		 President	Trump’s	economic	appeal	to	my	interviewees	is	fairly	straightforward.	Especially	for	my	upper	and	upper-middle	class	interviewees,	the	idea	of	supporting	a	politician	who	pushes	for	low	taxes	and	deregulation	is	seemingly	in	their	self-interest.	The	theoretical	framework	of	rational	choice	theory	(Abell,	2000)	explains	this	thought	process:	for	those	who	are	good	economic	standing,	support	for	President	Trump	can	seem	like	the	rational	choice	to	make.		 In	addition	to	economics,	President	Trump	appeals	to	my	interviewees	in	terms	of	values.	Interviewees	talked	at	length	about	the	importance	of	hard	work	in	their	lives	and	the	ways	in	which	their	families	were	able	to	overcome	struggle	through	working	hard.	For	my	interviewees,	President	Trump	is	perceived	as	an	advocate	for	hard-workers	like	themselves,	while	liberals	are	seen	as	advocates	for	freeloaders	and	lazy	dependents.	This	framing	of	the	liberal	perspective	as	an	affront	to	hard	work	echoes	the	attitudes	of	the	Louisiana	Tea	Partiers	profiled	by	Hochschild	(2016).	
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	 Lastly,	President	Trump	appeals	to	my	interviewees’	perspectives	on	issues	concerning	identity.	Tatum’s	(2003)	theoretical	framework	for	analyzing	identity—and	the	distinctions	she	makes	between	dominant	and	targeted	identities—is	especially	helpful	in	understanding	this	aspect	of	President	Trump’s	appeal.	Interviewees	expressed	significant	disdain	for	policies	that	explicitly	advocate	for	targeted	identities.	A	prime	example	of	this	kind	of	policy	is	affirmative	action,	which	was	perceived	by	the	interviewees	as	unfair	policy	that	puts	white	people	at	a	disadvantage.	Many	of	my	white	interviewees,	in	particular,	framed	themselves	as	victims	in	conversations	on	affirmative	action,	and	narratives	of	victimization	were	common	throughout	my	interviews.	These	feelings	of	victimization	fueled	their	support	for	President	Trump,	who	is	seen	as	someone	who	shares	their	disdain	for	policies	like	affirmative	action	and	fights	for	those	of	dominant	identities.		 President	Trump’s	appeal	to	my	interviewees	is	significant	given	the	sizeable	presence	of	Trump	supporters	on	Boston	College’s	campus.	Through	my	interviews,	I	learned	about	networks	of	conservatives	on	campus	that	I	was	never	before	aware	of.	These	networks	are	formed	in	class,	at	church,	and	in	clubs—and	they	are	perhaps	larger	than	many	would	expect.	Due	to	this	presence	of	Trump	supporters	on	campus,	I	have	recommendations	for	future	research	on	this	population.		 It	would	be	interesting	to	see	what	would	result	from	a	project	focused	solely	on	conservative	women	at	Boston	College.	From	my	interviews,	I	got	a	sense	that	conservative	women	on	campus	have	a	far	different	experience	than	conservative	men	with	regards	to	connecting	with	like-minded	peers.	A	project	that	sets	out	to	understand	the	experience	of	conservative	women	on	campus,	specifically,	would	be	
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beneficial	towards	understanding	this	gendered	phenomenon.	Such	a	project	could	engage	with	questions	regarding	the	kinds	of	issues	that	are	emphasized	by	conservative	women,	as	well	as	the	kinds	of	networks	that	conservative	women	draw	on.		 In	a	similar	fashion,	second-generation	immigrant	conservatives	would	be	an	intriguing	population	to	hone	in	on	for	future	research.	In	my	interviews,	I	found	that	those	with	parents	who	had	immigrated	to	the	United	States	were	especially	passionate	about	values	of	hard	work	and	playing	by	the	rules.	I	think	that	a	study	focused	solely	on	this	population	of	conservatives	would	be	useful	in	understanding	why	they	are	so	passionate	about	these	values.		 Finally,	it	would	be	useful	to	conduct	a	similar	study	to	my	own	that	includes	upperclassmen	in	the	interviewee	pool.	Given	that	all	of	my	interviewees	were	underclassmen,	it	was	difficult	to	gauge	the	influence	of	campus	life	at	Boston	College	on	the	political	perspectives	on	my	interviewees.	The	freshmen,	for	example,	had	only	been	on	campus	for	a	couple	of	months	before	our	conversation	and	were	still	adjusting	to	campus	life.	A	study	that	includes	upperclassmen	participants	would	be	able	to	more	effectively	answer	the	question	of	whether	or	not	college	campuses	are	politically	polarizing	environments.				
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